
1181

Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / Oct. 2

all open for suggestions. The best way to 
stimulate demand is to give people some 
money, so they can spend it. 

Domestic Reaction to September 11
Q. Mr. President, out of this terror 

comes fear. 
The President. What? Out of what? 
Q. Out of this terror on September 11th 

comes fear. Many Americans are still 
gripped with this fear, and they’re buying 
gas masks in exuberant numbers. And 
they’re also looking to—for anthrax vaccina-
tions. What do you say to those people? 
Is their fear warranted? 

The President. I say that America ought 
to be on alert, but we need to get back 
to business. That’s why I’m opening up 
Reagan Airport. That’s why we had Cabinet 
members get on commercial airlines over 
the weekend. The good news is, is that 
some of the load factors on American air-
lines looked like they increased over the 
weekend. Americans know their Govern-
ment is doing everything they can to dis-
rupt any terrorist activity that may occur. 
We’re following every lead; we’re interro-
gating every possible suspect. We’re on full 
alert in America. 

But the good news is, Americans also 
realize that in order to fight terrorism, 

they’re going to go about their lives in a 
normal way. And Americans are. 

National Economy 
Q. Are we in a recession, sir? 
The President. Are we in a what? 
Q. Are we in a recession? 
The President. You let the number-

crunchers tell us that. But there’s no ques-
tion our economy is hurt as a result of 
September 11th. And the leaders here un-
derstand that. These Members go back to 
their districts and hear the plight of families 
who have been laid off. I, of course, hear 
it all the time as well. And we’re going 
to do something about it. That’s exactly 
what these discussions are about. 

In terms of how you call it, what the 
numbers look like, we’ve got statisticians 
who will be crunching the numbers and 
let us know exactly where we stand. But 
we don’t need numbers to tell us people 
are hurting. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:13 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to the Report of the 
Sharm el-Sheikh Fact-Finding Committee, 
chaired by former Senator George J. Mitch-
ell, issued April 30.

Remarks Announcing the Reopening of Ronald Reagan Washington 
National Airport in Arlington, Virginia 
October 2, 2001

The President. Thank you all. Governor, 
thank you very much. I am here to make 
an announcement that this Thursday, ticket 
counters and airplanes will fly out of Ron-
ald Reagan Airport. The ticket counters will 
be open for business. We will start a sched-
ule of airplane flights that will reflect the 
new and tight security concerns that all 
Americans share. Ronald Reagan Airport is 
very important for our local economy, but 

it’s also a national symbol, as the Governor 
mentioned. So Thursday, flights will re-
sume. 

I want to thank all the captains and flight 
attendants and maintenance folks and ticket 
counter personnel, people who make this 
good airport run, for your patience and un-
derstanding. 
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We’re doing the right thing. We’ve taken 
our time. We can assure the American pub-
lic as best as we can that we’re taking the 
necessary safety precautions. Now it’s time 
to start flying again. 

I want to thank the Governor of Virginia 
for his hard work and concern about the 
working people in this part of the State. 
I want to thank Secretary Norm Mineta, 
the Transportation Secretary, for working 
hard to bring people together, to bring sen-
sible policy to airports all across America. 
He’s been working overtime. That’s what 
we expect from the Secretary of Transpor-
tation during this period of time. And I’m 
proud of the work he’s done. 

I want to thank the Mayor of Wash-
ington, DC, for being here. The Mayor’s 
a good, solid man. I want to thank Delegate 
Eleanor Holmes Norton from Washington, 
DC, for being here as well. Two United 
States Senators from the State of Virginia, 
John Warner and George Allen, have been 
deeply concerned about this airport. Mem-
bers of the congressional delegation, Tom 
Davis, Jim Moran, and Frank Wolf, as well, 
have been working hard with us to come 
up with reasonable, sound policies to get 
the Reagan Airport started. I’m glad you 
all are here, as well as Connie Morella from 
the neighboring State of Maryland. 

There really is no greater symbol that 
America’s back in business than the reopen-
ing of this airport. After all, this is the 
airport that brings our Nation’s leaders to 
Washington to do the people’s business. It’s 
the airport that welcomes millions of tour-
ists to our Nation’s Capital. And of course, 
the Mayor would want me to say, we want 
the tourists coming back to see our great 
monuments. 

But one of the things those of us who 
live in the area understand, this airport is 
really important for the local economy as 
well. There’s a lot of people, a lot of small-
business people, a lot of people who service 
the airport, obviously a lot of people who 
work here, depend upon this airport being 
open. And I understand that. And I appre-

ciate once again your patience and under-
standing, as our Nation obviously is dealing 
with a tragedy, the likes of which we never 
envisioned. 

I also know full well that the Nation 
is asking this question: Are we taking the 
necessary safety precautions as we open not 
only Ronald Reagan Airport but other air-
ports? The answer is, you bet. We sure 
are. We’re spending a lot of time consulting 
with local officials to make sure that the 
security that all of us expect is in place. 
Not only have we worked with Members 
of the Congress to develop what we hope 
is a security plan that will enhance con-
fidence from the traveling public, but we 
work with local officials as well to make 
sure this airport has got the toughest secu-
rity measures possible. 

We also, as you well know, are increasing 
the number of air marshals, armed marshals 
on airplanes. They’ll be undercover—let me 
rephrase that—they’ll be wearing civilian 
clothes. [Laughter] They will blend in. But 
we’ll have many more air marshals on 
flights. It should send two signals: One to 
the American public that there will be pro-
tection; and to somebody who thinks they 
can disrupt America, we’re watching for 
you; we’re paying attention to you. 

Every person who gets on an airplane, 
who goes to work, who takes their family 
to visit relatives, is taking a stand against 
terrorism. You see, the terrorists, they want 
to intimidate America. The terrorists, by 
conducting their evil deeds, wanted our Na-
tion to stop. But they underestimated our 
spirit, didn’t they? 

Audience member. Yes, they did. 
The President. Yes, they made a mistake. 

And the spirit is strong in America. Our 
confidence is strong. 

We’ve put together a coalition of nations 
that says terrorism won’t stand. We’ve got 
our military alert—on alert for a reason: 
Terrorism won’t stand. We’re cutting off 
their money, because we’re saying terrorism 
won’t stand. 
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And we’re saying that at home as well. 
People who travel say terrorism is not going 
to intimidate us. Tonight I’ve asked the 
Mayor to go out to dinner with me, on 
a Washington—here in the District. He 
said he’s going so long as I pay. [Laughter] 
You’ve got a deal. [Laughter] 

When people go to ball games, they’re 
sending a signal. I mean, we got struck 
hard on September the 11th. All of us 
know that. But you can’t strike the Amer-
ican spirit. It’s strong. It’s vibrant. It’s 

united. And by opening this airport, we’re 
making yet another statement to the terror-
ists: You can’t win. 

Thank you all for being here. God bless 
you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:52 a.m. at 
Terminal C, north pier of the airport. In his 
remarks, he referred to Gov. James S. Gil-
more III of Virginia, and Mayor Anthony A. 
Williams of Washington, DC.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Bipartisan Agreement on Fiscal 
Year 2002 Discretionary Appropriations Levels 
October 2, 2001

Dear lllll : 
I support the bipartisan agreement to set 

FY 2002 discretionary appropriations levels 
at a total of $686 billion. If the Congress 
presents appropriations bills to me that 
comply with this aggregate spending level, 
and are otherwise acceptable, I will sign 
them. 

Within this total, I understand that de-
fense activities will be funded at the 
amended budget level. In addition, I un-
derstand that an appropriations bill for edu-
cation will include $4 billion above my 
budget request and will be accommodated 
within the total discretionary level. I also 
understand that the agreement includes 
$2.2 billion in contingent emergency appro-
priations, within the $686 billion agree-
ment. These emergency funds would be 
available only to the extent that they are 
necessary to fund unexpected costs that 
may arise as a consequence of urgent re-
quirements beyond the program funding 
levels provided in the regular appropria-
tions bills. 

This agreement does not compromise my 
discretion to consider the policy and pro-
gram content of legislation before agreeing 
to sign it. However, passage of appropria-

tions measures within the agreed total will 
mean that there will be no disagreement 
between the Congress and my Administra-
tion over aggregate funding levels. 

This agreement is the result of extensive 
discussions to produce an acceptable bipar-
tisan solution to facilitate the orderly enact-
ment of appropriations measures. This 
agreement and the aggregate spending level 
are the result of a strong bipartisan effort 
at this critical time for our Nation, and 
I expect that all parties will now proceed 
expeditiously and in full compliance with 
the agreement. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives; Richard A. Gephardt, House 
minority leader; C.W. Bill Young, chairman, 
and David R. Obey, ranking member, House 
Committee on Appropriations; Thomas A. 
Daschle, Senate majority leader; Trent Lott, 
Senate minority leader; and Robert C. Byrd, 
chairman, and Ted Stevens, ranking mem-
ber, Senate Committee on Appropriations. 
An original was not available for verification 
of the content of this letter.
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